Abstract: A novel series of the title compound 4-(5-arylazo-2-hydroxystyryl)-1-methylpyridinium iodide 6 has been synthesized via condensation reactions of the arylazosalicylaldehyde derivatives 4a-i with 1-methyl-picolinium iodide 5. The structures of the new arylazo compounds were characterized by 1 H NMR, IR, mass spectroscopy, as well as spectral and elemental analyses. The electronic absorption spectra of arylazomerocyanine compounds 6 were measured in different buffer solutions and solvents. The pK s and pK* s in both the ground and excited states, respectively, were determined for the series and their correlations with the Hammett equation were examined. The results indicated that the title arylazomerocyanine dyes 6 exist in the azo form 6A in both ground and excited states. The substituent and solvent effects (solvatochromism) of the title compound arylazomerocyanine dyes were determined using the Kamlet-Taft equation and subsequently discussed.
Introduction
Many arylazo compounds are represented in important classes of widely studied colored organic compounds. They are used in a variety of industrial applications including laser materials, ink-jet inks, disperse dyes, and in reprographic technology, laser printing and hair dyeing [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . Also, arylazo function groups are important in progressing antineoplastics activity [6, 7] . In addition other arylazo dyes have also attracted much attention due to their diverse photodynamic therapy, as lasers and second order non-linear optical materials (NLO) suitable for applications such as optical switching and harmonic generation [8] [9] [10] .
Merocyanine or styryl dyes have been utilized as sensitizing additives in color photography [11] , as photoelectrodes in dye-sensitized light-weight plastic solar cells [12] , and as molecular probes to measure the potential of the membrane in biological systems [13] . Also merocyanines are well known to be sensitive to the polarity of solvents so these dyes show very interesting spectral, photochemical behavior and solvatochromic properties [14] , as well as being photoreactive compounds sensitive to the acidity of the medium [15] , so that in acidic or basic medium these dyes can undergo protonation or deprotonation reactions [16] . Due to these properties, these dyes are very attractive for numerous photonic applications [17] such as laser phototherapy [18] , molecular electronics [19] , nonlinear optics [20] , solar photovoltaic s [21] and laser materials [22] .
In the light of the above findings we have continued our efforts to synthesize and study spectrophotometrically arylazo derivatives of heterocyclic compounds and merocyanine dyes to explore their applications as photoprobes, and for pH sensing and water sensing in organic solvents [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] . We display here our interest in the synthesis of 4-(5-arylazo-2-hydroxystyryl)-1-methylpyridinium iodide using and applying the physical constraints approach to evaluate its acid dissociation constant to elucidate the actual tautomeric structure in both its ground and excited states via correlated pK s and pK* s by the Hammett equation. To the best of our knowledge there have been no reports hitherto on the synthesis of the latter derivatives. Furthermore, it was thought interesting to elucidate the actual tautomeric structure of the compounds in question (Scheme 1) and determine their solvatochromic properties via application of the Kamlet-Taft equations with discussion prior to investigating their biological activities and applications as potential photoprobes. very attractive for numerous photonic applications [17] such as laser phototherapy [18] , molecular electronics [19] , nonlinear optics [20] , solar photovoltaic′s [21] and laser materials [22] . In the light of the above findings we have continued our efforts to synthesize and study spectrophotometrically arylazo derivatives of heterocyclic compounds and merocyanine dyes to explore their applications as photoprobes, and for pH sensing and water sensing in organic solvents [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] . We display here our interest in the synthesis of 4-(5-arylazo-2-hydroxystyryl)-1-methylpyridinium iodide using and applying the physical constraints approach to evaluate its acid dissociation constant to elucidate the actual tautomeric structure in both its ground and excited states via correlated pK′s and pK*′s by the Hammett equation. To the best of our knowledge there have been no reports hitherto on the synthesis of the latter derivatives. Furthermore, it was thought interesting to elucidate the actual tautomeric structure of the compounds in question (Scheme 1) and determine their solvatochromic properties via application of the Kamlet-Taft equations with discussion prior to investigating their biological activities and applications as potential photoprobes. 
Results and Discussion

Synthesis and Characterizations
The required series of arylazosalicylaldehyde 4d-f,h were prepared by selective coupling of the salicyladehyde with the appropriate diazotized aniline in 80% ethanol-water mixture in the presence of a NaOH and Na2CO3. This coupling reaction was accomplished selectivity at the position-5 of the salicyladehyde ring as outlined in (Scheme 1). The structures were confirmed by elemental analyses and spectral (Infrared spectra (IR), 1 H NMR and mass spectrum (MS)) data. For example, the IR spectrum of arylazo compound 4h (see Experimental Section), taken as a typical example of the series arylazosalicylaldehyde, revealed three stretching bands at νmax = 3435, 1706, and 1657 cm −1 for the OH, ester C=O and aldehyde C=O groups, respectively. The 1 H NMR spectrum revealed two triplet signals at δ1.35 and a quartet at 4.31 ppm attributable to the CH3 and CH2 of the ester group, respectively, and another two singlet signals one of them at δ10.37 ppm assignable to CHO group and the other a broad singlet at δ 11.61 ppm assignable to the OH group, in addition to the aromatic protons. A molecular ion peak in the mass spectrum at m/z 298 was apparent which is in agreement with the molecular formula C16H14N2O4. The other arylazosalicylaldehydes 4a [29] and 4b,c,g,i [30] were prepared as previously reported. 
Results and Discussion
Synthesis and Characterizations
The required series of arylazosalicylaldehyde 4d-f,h were prepared by selective coupling of the salicyladehyde with the appropriate diazotized aniline in 80% ethanol-water mixture in the presence of a NaOH and Na 2 CO 3 . This coupling reaction was accomplished selectivity at the position-5 of the salicyladehyde ring as outlined in (Scheme 1). The structures were confirmed by elemental analyses and spectral (Infrared spectra (IR), 1 H NMR and mass spectrum (MS)) data. For example, the IR spectrum of arylazo compound 4h (see Experimental Section), taken as a typical example of the series arylazosalicylaldehyde, revealed three stretching bands at ν max = 3435, 1706, and 1657 cm −1 for the OH, ester C=O and aldehyde C=O groups, respectively. The 1 H NMR spectrum revealed two triplet signals at δ 1.35 and a quartet at 4.31 ppm attributable to the CH 3 and CH 2 of the ester group, respectively, and another two singlet signals one of them at δ 10.37 ppm assignable to CHO group and the other a broad singlet at δ 11.61 ppm assignable to the OH group, in addition to the aromatic protons. A molecular ion peak in the mass spectrum at m/z 298 was apparent which is in agreement with the molecular formula C 16 H 14 N 2 O 4 . The other arylazosalicylaldehydes 4a [29] and 4b,c,g,i [30] were prepared as previously reported.
Next, refluxing equimolar amounts of the appropriate arylazosalicylaldehyde 4a-i and 1-methyl-4-methylpyridinium iodide 5 in EtOH containing catalytic amounts (few drops) of piperidine as basic catalyst, afforded in each case one isolable product (as evidenced by TLC analysis of the crude product) which was identified as the 4-(5-arylazo-2-hydroxystyryl)-1-methylpyridinium iodide derivatives 6a-i formed in good yields 76%-95% yield as outlined in (Scheme 1). The structure of compounds 6a-i were elucidated by elemental and spectral (IR, 1 H NMR and mass) data. For example, the IR spectra revealed an absorption band in each case near ν max = 3430 cm −1 corresponding to the stretching OH group in addition to the expected bands of aliphatic CH and aromatic C=C stretching. 1 H NMR spectra of compounds 6 revealed in addition to the expected signals of the aromatic protons, and singlet at δ = 4.09-4.26 ppm a signal of the protons of one methyl group (NCH 3 ), a singlet at δ = 6.25-6.77 ppm assigned to the OH proton. The mass spectra of all products 6 exhibited in each case, a molecular ion peak at the correct molecular weight for the respective compound (see Experimental Section).
Finally coupling equimolar amounts of the appropriate diazotized anilines and 1-methyl-4-(2-hydroxystryl) pyridinium iodide 7 [31] in ethanol in the presence of a catalytic amount of NaOH gave the corresponding products, 6g-i which were identical in all respects (melting point (mp) and IR spectra) with those obtained from condensation reaction of compounds 4 with 5.
Their mass spectral data of azo disperse dyes 6a-i showed in each case the respective molecular ion peak (M + ). Although the foregoing spectroscopic data are consistent with the assigned structures 6a-i, they cannot distinguish between the two possible tautomeric structures namely, the hydroxy-azo and keto-hydrazone forms 6A and 6B, respectively (Scheme 1). To elucidate the actual tautomeric form to compound 6, we studied their electronic absorption spectra in different buffer solutions.
Determination of Acid Dissociation Constants and Tautomeric Structure for the Prepared Azo Disperse Dyes 6a-i
The UV-Vis spectra of 4-(5-arylazo-2-hydroxystyryl)-1-methylpyridinium iodide 6a-i in ethanol revealed, in each case, three characteristic absorption maxima, one above 500 nm, the second in the region 484-411 nm and the third in the range of 361-345 nm (Table 1) . These electronic absorption patterns are similar to those of hydroxyazo compounds [32] . On the basis of such an absorption pattern, it can be concluded that the studied compounds 6 have in solution one tautomeric form, namely the hydroxyazo tautomeric form 6A. This conclusion was confirmed by the 1 H NMR spectra of the studied compounds 6. Such spectra showed the OH proton signals in the region of δ = 6.25-6.77 ppm (see Experimental Section). To provide further evidence for the hydroxy-azo form 6A assigned to the studied condensation and coupling products, the acid dissociation constants pKa of the synthesized series were determined and their correlation by the Hammett equation was examined [33] . The pKa values for the series 6a-i were determined spectrophotometrically in 80% dioxane-water mixture (v/v) at 27 • C and µ = 0.10. In all runs the ionic strength was kept constant at 0.10. From the pH-absorbance spectra, typical absorption spectra of compound 6e in such buffer solutions are shown in (Figure 1 ). The value of the pKa was calculated (See Experimental Section).
and μ = 0.10. In all runs the ionic strength was kept constant at 0.10. From the pH-absorbance spectra, typical absorption spectra of compound 6e in such buffer solutions are shown in (Figure 1) . The value of the pKa was calculated (See experimental Section). where r is the correlation coefficient and s the standard deviation. From these values of r and s, the pKa data from 6a-i seem to be better correlated with the Hammett substituent constant X rather than the enhanced Hammett substituent constant x σ  . Such excellent linear correlations with  indicate that the studied compounds exist in the 1H-structure, namely the hydroxyazo form 6A (Scheme 1). This is because if they existed in one of the mixed hydroxyazo-ketohydrazone tautomeric forms 6A or 6B, their acid dissociation constants pK values would be better correlated with the exalted Hammett substituent constant  − rather than  as the substituent would be in a direct interaction with the negative charge on the nitrogen atom in the conjugate base. This finding indicates that compounds 6a-i exist in the hydroxyazo form 6A in solution. Furthermore, the assignment of form 6A is substantiated by the similarity of the reaction constant ρ value 1.07 for the series studied 6a-I with that reported for 2-arylazophenols, ρ = 1.22 [34] . However, for a typical hydrazone, the ρ value was reported to be 2.57 [35] .
Next, the acid dissociation constants pK*′s of the studied compounds in their corresponding singlet excited states were calculated by utilizing the so-called Forester energy cycle [36] . According to this energy cycle: pK* = pK + () (0.625/T) where pK and pK* are the acid dissociation constants in the ground and excited states, respectively and  represents the frequency difference in cm −1 between the values of the absorption maximum λmax of the compound in acid and alkaline media [37] [38] [39] . The acid dissociation constants pKa values determined for the compounds 6a-i are listed in (Table 2 ). The pKa values were plotted versus the Hammett substituent constant σ X and exalted Hammett substituent constant σ − x using the least-squares method as shown in (Figure 2 ) [33] and the equations corresponding to the straight lines obtained are:
where r is the correlation coefficient and s the standard deviation. From these values of r and s, the pKa data from 6a-i seem to be better correlated with the Hammett substituent constant σ X rather than the enhanced Hammett substituent constant σ − x . Such excellent linear correlations with σ indicate that the studied compounds exist in the 1H-structure, namely the hydroxyazo form 6A (Scheme 1). This is because if they existed in one of the mixed hydroxyazo-ketohydrazone tautomeric forms 6A or 6B, their acid dissociation constants pK values would be better correlated with the exalted Hammett substituent constant σ − rather than σ as the substituent would be in a direct interaction with the negative charge on the nitrogen atom in the conjugate base. This finding indicates that compounds 6a-i exist in the hydroxyazo form 6A in solution. Furthermore, the assignment of form 6A is substantiated by the similarity of the reaction constant value 1.07 for the series studied 6a-I with that reported for 2-arylazophenols, = 1.22 [34] . However, for a typical hydrazone, the value was reported to be 2.57 [35] .
Next, the acid dissociation constants pK* s of the studied compounds in their corresponding singlet excited states were calculated by utilizing the so-called Forester energy cycle [36] . According to this energy cycle: pK* = pK + (∆ν) (0.625/T) where pK and pK* are the acid dissociation constants in the ground and excited states, respectively and ∆ν represents the frequency difference in cm −1 between the values of the absorption maximum λ max of the compound in acid and alkaline media [37] [38] [39] . The results of such calculations are summarized in Table 2 . We examined the correlation of these acidity constants pK* of 6 with the Hammett substituent constant as shown in Figure 2 . Plots of pK* for the series 6 vs. σ X and σ − x were linear. The equations of the regression lines are:
pK* = −12.70 − 2.05σ X , r 2 = 0.92, s = ±0.10
Such linear equations indicate that the studied series 6a-i have also predominantly the hydroxyazo tautomeric form in their excited states. As shown, the reaction constants in the excited state ( *) obtained are larger than those of the ground state. Assuming that the atom connectivity is the same in both ground and excited states, such results emphasize the importance of the electronic interaction in the excited state [37] [38] [39] . Furthermore, such linear correlations together with the similarity of the * values collectively indicate that the studied compounds 6 exist predominantly in the 1H-structure, namely form 6A (Scheme 1) in their excited states too. This is only to be expected if the lifetime of the excited state before electronic relaxation is too short to allow equilibration with the other tautomeric structure. The results of such calculations are summarized in Table 2 . We examined the correlation of these acidity constants pK* of 6 with the Hammett substituent constant as shown in Figure 2 Such linear equations indicate that the studied series 6a-i have also predominantly the hydroxyazo tautomeric form in their excited states. As shown, the reaction constants in the excited state (ρ*) obtained are larger than those of the ground state. Assuming that the atom connectivity is the same in both ground and excited states, such results emphasize the importance of the electronic interaction in the excited state [37] [38] [39] . Furthermore, such linear correlations together with the similarity of the ρ* values collectively indicate that the studied compounds 6 exist predominantly in the 1H-structure, namely form 6A (Scheme 1) in their excited states too. This is only to be expected if the lifetime of the excited state before electronic relaxation is too short to allow equilibration with the other tautomeric structure. 
Solvatochromic Behavior
The electronic absorption spectra of the title compounds 6a-i were recorded at concentration of 10 −5 M over the range 300-800 nm in eight various organic solvents of different physical properties, namely acetonitrile, n-propanol, n-butanol, methanol, ethanol, chloroform, dimethylformamide 
The electronic absorption spectra of the title compounds 6a-i were recorded at concentration of 10 −5 M over the range 300-800 nm in eight various organic solvents of different physical properties, Tables 1 and 3 . As shown in these tables, the spectra of each compound of the studied series showed that they are comprised of mainly two or three bands, depending upon the molecular structure of the substituent and the nature of the solvent. Each of the studied compounds exhibits absorption bands in the ranges 340-360 nm, 400-510 nm and 630-760 nm in all solvents used. The latter UV λ max peaks have a charge transfer character, due to π-π* electron transfer during the S 0 -S 1 transition. With increasing solvent polarity a bathochromic shift (positive solvatochromism) and a splitting of the UV-Vis absorption band, caused by hydrogen bond formation and deprotonation, is observed [40] . The main Vis band displayed by all substituted compounds in the region 630-760 nm is a highly intense one and is relatively affected by the changing of the solvent and the substituent present; such as, the absorption spectra of the two compounds 6e in Figure 3 and 6f in Figure 4 . Tables 1 and 3 in different solvents show a band appearing at longer λ max indicating that such dyes may be liable to form a solvated complex [41, 42] . Tables 1 and 3 . As shown in these tables, the spectra of each compound of the studied series showed that they are comprised of mainly two or three bands, depending upon the molecular structure of the substituent and the nature of the solvent. Each of the studied compounds exhibits absorption bands in the ranges 340-360 nm, 400-510 nm and 630-760 nm in all solvents used. The latter UV λmax peaks have a charge transfer character, due to π-π* electron transfer during the S 0 -S 1 transition. With increasing solvent polarity a bathochromic shift (positive solvatochromism) and a splitting of the UV-Vis absorption band, caused by hydrogen bond formation and deprotonation, is observed [40] . The main Vis band displayed by all substituted compounds in the region 630-760 nm is a highly intense one and is relatively affected by the changing of the solvent and the substituent present; such as, the absorption spectra of the two compounds 6e in Figure 3 and 6f in Figure 4 . Tables 1 and 3 in different solvents show a band appearing at longer λmax indicating that such dyes may be liable to form a solvated complex [41, 42] .
(a) (b) Next, the effects of solvents on the absorption spectra of the synthesizedcompounds 6a-i were evaluated and interpreted by use of multiliner regression analysis. The spectral shifts in different solvents, solute solvent interactions were measured by polarity/polarizability, hydrogen bonding and basicity of solvents which are considered as the main contributions to compare acidity by means of the linear solvation energy relationship (LSER), namely the Kamlet-Taft equation (Equation (1)) [43, 44] : Tables 1 and 3 . As shown in these tables, the spectra of each compound of the studied series showed that they are comprised of mainly two or three bands, depending upon the molecular structure of the substituent and the nature of the solvent. Each of the studied compounds exhibits absorption bands in the ranges 340-360 nm, 400-510 nm and 630-760 nm in all solvents used. The latter UV λmax peaks have a charge transfer character, due to π-π* electron transfer during the S 0 -S 1 transition. With increasing solvent polarity a bathochromic shift (positive solvatochromism) and a splitting of the UV-Vis absorption band, caused by hydrogen bond formation and deprotonation, is observed [40] . The main Vis band displayed by all substituted compounds in the region 630-760 nm is a highly intense one and is relatively affected by the changing of the solvent and the substituent present; such as, the absorption spectra of the two compounds 6e in Figure 3 and 6f in Figure 4 . Tables 1 and 3 in different solvents show a band appearing at longer λmax indicating that such dyes may be liable to form a solvated complex [41, 42] .
(a) (b) Next, the effects of solvents on the absorption spectra of the synthesizedcompounds 6a-i were evaluated and interpreted by use of multiliner regression analysis. The spectral shifts in different solvents, solute solvent interactions were measured by polarity/polarizability, hydrogen bonding and basicity of solvents which are considered as the main contributions to compare acidity by means of the linear solvation energy relationship (LSER), namely the Kamlet-Taft equation (Equation (1)) [43, 44] : In n-butanol, n-propanol, ethanol and methanol.
Next, the effects of solvents on the absorption spectra of the synthesizedcompounds 6a-i were evaluated and interpreted by use of multiliner regression analysis. The spectral shifts in different solvents, solute solvent interactions were measured by polarity/polarizability, hydrogen bonding and basicity of solvents which are considered as the main contributions to compare acidity by means of the linear solvation energy relationship (LSER), namely the Kamlet-Taft equation (Equation (1)) [43, 44] : where υ is the solvatochromic property of interest (wave number in the maximum of absorption band in cm −1 ), π* is the measure of solvent dipolarity/polarizability, β is the scale of the solvent hydrogen bond acceptor (HBA) basicities, α is the scale of the solvent hydrogen-bond donor (HBD) acidities, and υ o is the solute property of a reference system and represents the regression intercept which corresponds to the gaseous state of the spectrally active substance. The solvent parameters are given in Table 4 and the values of such solvent regression factors are depicted in Table 5 . The regression coefficients s, a and b are fitted at the 95% confidence level, whose values depend on the degree of contribution of each solvent parameter (π*, β and α) to the expected values. The AS multiple correlation coefficient value reflects the goodness of the fit, the values (0.993-0.810) of the correlation coefficient indicated that the correlation between spectroscopic data and the certain solvent parameter is acceptable [45] . Table 5 . Regression fits to solvatochromic parameters (Equation (1) The negative sign of (b) regression coefficient indicated a bathochromic shift with regard to the increasing solvent hydrogen bond acceptor basicities and solvent dipolarity/polarizability and vice versa. This increases the stability of the resonance structure in the absorption of merocyanine dyes and decreases the reorientation of the solvents molecules around the dyes. The positive sign of the (a) and (s) coefficients for all the dyes indicated a hypsochromic shift relative to the increasing solvent hydrogen bond donor acidities. This refers to stabilization of the ground state with respect to the electronic excited state.
From the values of regression coefficients, Table 3 , the percentage contributions of all parameters to solvatochromism π*, β and α, were calculated for the studied compounds and are listed in Table 6 and showed in Figure 5 . The percentage contributions of the solvatochromic interactions, Table 6 shows that most of the solvatochromism is due to solvent dipolarity/polarizability (non-specific solvent interactions) and HBD ability (α term) which increases their electron density and thus decreases the push-pull character of the chromophore [46] . However, in cases of compounds 6g and 6h where β values (HBA ability) of the solvent are greater than α values, this could be explained by the interaction of HBA solvents with the carbonyl groups of the acetyl and ester groups of the 6g and 6h molecules, respectively. In case of compound 6i the value of α is greater than the values of both β and dipolarity/polarizability as shown in Figure 5 . 
Materials and Methods
General Experimental Procedures
Melting points of crystalline azo compounds were measured on an electrothermal Gallenkamp apparatus and are not corrected. Solvents were generally distilled and dried by standard literature procedure prior to use. The UV-Vis spectra were recorded on a Perkin-Elmer Lambada 40 spectrometer (Perkin-Elmer, Überlingen, Germany). The IR spectra were taken with a Pye-Unicam SP300 spectrometer using KBr discs (Shimadzu, Tokyo, Japan) The 1 H NMR (300 MHz) spectra were obtained with a Varian Mercury VXR-300 spectrometer (Varian, Inc., Karlsruhe, Germany). Mass spectra were recorded on a GC-MS Q1000-EX (Shimadzu, Tokyo, Japan) and GC-MS 5988-A HP spectrometers (Shimadzu, Tokyo, Japan), the ionizing voltage was 70 eV. Elemental analyses were carried out by the Micro analytical Center of Cairo University, Giza, Egypt. 5-arylazosalicylaldehyde 4a [29] and 4b,c,g,i [30] were prepared by literature methods and 1-methyl-4-(2-hydroxystryl)pyridinium iodide 7 [31] . Typical reaction procedures and spectroscopic data for the all new products are listed below.
Synthetic Procedures
General Procedure for the Synthesis of Arylazosalicylaldehyde 4a-j
A mixture of 20 mmol of an aniline derivative in concentrated hydrochloric acid (30 mL) and water (5 mL) was heated until complete dissolution and diazotized with sodium nitrite (1.4 g, 20 mmol) dissolved in little amount of water, over a period of 20 min at 0 °C. The diazonium solution was added dropwise to a solution of salicylaldehyde (2.13 mL, 20 mmol) in water (40 mL) containing sodium carbonate (7.4 g) and sodium hydroxide (0.8 g) over the course of 30 min at 0 °C. During the addition process, the solution was vigorously stirred; the reaction mixture was stirred for 30 min in an ice bath and subsequently stirred for 1 h at room temperature. The solid product was collected by filtration and washed with sodium chloride solution (10%), dried and finally crystallized from the appropriate solvent to give the respective arylazosalicylaldehyde 4a-i. The physical constants of the new compounds prepared 4d-h are given below. 
Materials and Methods
General Experimental Procedures
Synthetic Procedures
General Procedure for the Synthesis of Arylazosalicylaldehyde 4a-j
A mixture of 20 mmol of an aniline derivative in concentrated hydrochloric acid (30 mL) and water (5 mL) was heated until complete dissolution and diazotized with sodium nitrite (1.4 g, 20 mmol) dissolved in little amount of water, over a period of 20 min at 0 • C. The diazonium solution was added dropwise to a solution of salicylaldehyde (2.13 mL, 20 mmol) in water (40 mL) containing sodium carbonate (7.4 g) and sodium hydroxide (0.8 g) over the course of 30 min at 0 • C. During the addition process, the solution was vigorously stirred; the reaction mixture was stirred for 30 min in an ice bath and subsequently stirred for 1 h at room temperature. The solid product was collected by filtration and washed with sodium chloride solution (10%), dried and finally crystallized from the appropriate solvent to give the respective arylazosalicylaldehyde 4a-i. The physical constants of the new compounds prepared 4d-h are given below. (4) 173 (2) Method A To a mixture of 1-methylpyridiniumiodide (1.17 g, 5 mmol) and arylazosalicylaldehyde 4a-i (5 mmol) in absolute ethanol (40 mL) was added a catalytic amount (few drops) of piperidine. The reaction mixture was refluxed for 5 h and then cooled to room temperature. The precipitate formed was filtered off, washed with water and ethanol, and finally crystallized twice from the appropriate solvent to give the corresponding 1-methyl-4-(5-arylazo-2-hydroxystyryl)pyridinium iodide 6a-i. The compounds 6a-i prepared together with their physical constants are listed below.
Method B Diazotized analine derivatives 2g-i which were prepared as previously described were added dropwise with stirring to a cooled solution (0 • C) of compouned 7 (1.06 g, 5 mmol) in aq. ethanol (5 mL H 2 O in 45 mL EtOH) containing 1 g of NaOH. Following the addition, the pH of the reaction mixture was adjusted to 7, the precipitate was filtered and recrystallised from the appropriate solvent to give the respective 4-(5-arylazo-2-hydroxystyryl)-1-methylpyridinium iodide. By this method the compouneds 6g-i were prepared and proved identical in all respects (mp, mixed mp and IR) with the respective dyes prepared by method A. 
pK s and pK* s Determination of the Prepared Azo Merocyanine Dyes 6a-i
The dissociation constants pKa s of compounds 6 were calculated spectrophotometrically in 80% dioxane-water mixture at 27 ± 0.1 • C and ionic strength (KNO 3 ) 0. where log UH is the correction factor for the solvent composition and ionic strength used for which B is read. The value of log UH was determined by recording the pH values for a series of hydrochloric acid and sodium chloride solutions such that the ionic strength was 0.1 in 20% (v/v) water-dioxane mixture at 27 • C. The value of log UH was calculated and found to be −0.48. The experimental procedures obey in the evaluation of acid dissociation constants pKa and their calculations from the A-pH data and are as literature described in the literature [17] . The pKa values were reproducible to ±0.02 pKa unit. The results are listed in Table 2 .
Conclusions
In conclusion, the pK and pK* values of the studied hydroxyazo compounds decreases in the following order 6a > 6b > 6c > 6e > 6d > 6h > 6g > 6f > 6i, alsothe foregoing data indicate that the studied compounds exist in one tautomeric form namely the hydroxyazo form 6A in both ground and excited states and solvatochromic behavior of the title compounds are studied in eight organic solvent using Kamlet-Taft equation to increases the opportunity uses of these compounds as potential photoprobe.
